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About Us

For more than 85 years, the Calgary Zoo, Botanical Garden 
and Prehistoric Park, nestled on an island only 5 minutes 
from downtown has offered visitors from around the world the 
opportunity to experience and interact with wildlife. Western 
Canada’s largest accredited zoo makes every trip an adventure 
with over 1000 animals representing 119 species, 6 acres of 
botanical gardens, a prehistoric park, meeting spaces and more! 

Our History

Did you 
know?

By supporting the zoo not only do you feed your guests 
but you feed our residents.  All revenue generated 
supports animal conservation and research efforts.

Our Mission: Create and execute events that are customer-driven, and supported by service excellence

Conscious Culinary
The Calgary Zoo catering team fosters a farm-to-table mentality.  At the zoo we 
grow everything from kale and Swiss chard, to herbs and even our own cardamom.  
We strive to grow as much of our own produce as possible and utilize local 
suppliers to supplement it.

Our Products & Services
Meeting and Banquet Facilities
Whether you’re planning a wedding, customer appreciation, product launch or a 
corporate meeting, we have a venue to give it a unique flair for groups of 30 to 
1000 plus.  Parking, easy access from the downtown core and LRT access makes 
The Calgary Zoo the perfect place for your event.

Team Building Events
The Calgary Zoo is a natural spot to host a team-building event. Our activities  
spark plenty of animated thank-yous and comments like “that was so much  
fun” from participants. We can accommodate groups between 5 and  
300 participants.
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Meeting & Banquet Facilities
Whether you're planning a wedding, customer appreciation event, product launch 
or corporate meeting, we have a venue to give it a unique flair for groups of 30  
to 1000 plus. Our ample parking, close proximity to the downtown core and  
LRT access make the Calgary Zoo the perfect place for your event.

Venues
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Thank you for supporting  
wildlife conservation!

Map not to scale. 
For your safety – please stay on paved pathways.
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Destination AfricaCanadian WildsPenguin PlungeWelcome To Zooventure
A world wildlife experience you’ll never forget!  
Hike up through the Rockies to find big horn sheep, 
caribou, otters, grizzlies, cougars, moose and many 
more animals who call Canada home. Safari through 
the savannah to see hippos, giraffes, zebras, lions 
and lemurs roaming. Trek to the heart of Africa as you 
visit the gorillas. Meander through the tranquility and 
serenity of the Dorothy Harvie Gardens. Venture East 
to watch the playful antics of Japanese macaques 
and red pandas. Don’t miss the majestic Amur tigers 
and snow leopards. Then head back in time through 
Prehistoric Park. Discover and learn about the rare 
and endangered species in our care, and how you 
can help protect wildlife and wild places. Feel great 
knowing that through your visit, you’re directly 
supporting wildlife conservation.



ENMAX Conservatory
A Truly Green Event
The banquet facilities in our new ENMAX Conservatory will allow your guests to enjoy 
your function in the splendour of our beautiful gardens and landscaping. Complete 
with state-of-the-art AV equipment and set against the backdrop of our Nutrien 
Garden of Life at one end and the Garden Gallery at the other. Every aspect regarding 
the design and construction of the new ENMAX Conservatory has been developed 
with green building practices and sustainable systems in mind.  
 
Our conservatory features no less than five alternate energy sources designed to help 
reduce the traditional energy requirements. These renewable energy technologies include 
a micro-wind turbine, a combined heat and power system known as a stirling engine, 
solar photovoltaic panels, solar thermal technology and geothermal energy. The ENMAX 
Conservatory is LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) certified. As 
a LEED building, the conservatory uses a number of energy-efficient technologies to 
improve its heat, energy and water efficiency and reduce its CO2 emissions.

For smaller corporate meetings and events the ENMAX Conservatory is dividable using an air wall 
to create a North & South Terrace.

Venues
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Eurasian Gateway Tent
The Top Spot for BBQs and Picnics
With a fantastic natural backdrop on the West Lawn, the Eurasian Gateway Tent 
at the Calgary Zoo works double duty as both an indoor and outdoor venue for 
company events. Get 100 of your best clients together for some fun, and you have 
the perfect spot. The same goes for a company barbecue of over 1,000.

Grazers
Restaurant & Patio
Looking for that perfect 
intimate event? Open 
seasonally and newly 
renovated from our previous 
Centre for Conservation, 
it is perfect for smaller 
gatherings. Centrally located 
next to our gorgeous Dorothy 
Harvie Gardens, this rustic 
venue boasts floor to 
ceiling windows, granite 
countertops, cedar panelling 
and a private licensed patio 
overlooking our alpaca and 
rhea habitat. It is perfectly 
styled for trendy rustic or 
country chic weddings, and 
events.

Safari Lodge
An African  
Adventure
Safari Lodge is a unique choice to host 
your event.  The veranda that overlooks 
the giraffes, zebras and ostriches – 
your guests aren’t going to get that 
view anywhere else. That’s just one 
thing everyone will enjoy about being 
in this 4,000 square-foot lodge right in 
the middle of Destination Africa. The 
building makes the most of its location 
and flexible space by creating a warm 
atmosphere with décor and lighting.
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A Taste for the 
Extraordinary

Sustainable and Scrumptious 
Food & Beverage Operations Manager  
James Neilson On Eco-Friendly Eating

“We are also committed to sustainability,” Chef Neilson says. Not only 
does this mean supporting programs like Oceanwise, and only sourcing 
sustainable seafood, the chefs also work hand in hand with the zoo’s 
horticultural team. They strive to grow as much of their own produce as 
possible and utilize local suppliers to supplement it. 

Having worked on Vancouver Island for several years helped to foster 
Chef Neilson’s farm-to-table mentality. “Here at the zoo we grow 
everything from kale and Swiss chard, to herbs and even our own 
cardamom,” he says. The zoo also has plans to expand the program 
in the coming years in order to grow as much of their own food as 
possible. Even vegetable scraps get composted and used to help 
maintain the gardens they originally came from. This is just one way in 
which they are aiming to reduce their environmental footprint.

Hosting your events at the Calgary Zoo also helps to bring 
awareness to the animals we share the earth with, especially those 
that are endangered. The Calgary Zoo continues to break ground 
in food sustainability practices with recognition of two significant 
designations. The zoo was awarded the first tourist attraction in 
Canada to be certified as Leaders in Environmentally Accountable 
Foodservice (LEAF), as well as 100% Ocean Wise. You can even 
make a day of it by hosting your team building event at the zoo and 
participating in activities like the Zoo-mazing Race and scavenger 
hunts.

Whether you are looking for an elegant reception or intimate get-
together, the Calgary Zoo’s culinary team has a variety of interesting 
and unique catering options, with exciting activities to match their 
seasonally scrumptious cuisine.

The Calgary Zoo isn’t just a place to go and 
visit exotic animals anymore. Yes, you can still 
view the hippos, gorillas, penguins and other 
wild life, but you can also explore the zoo’s 
culinary offerings while you are at it.  

From intimate gatherings to extravagant 
banquets, the Calgary Zoo is the ideal venue 
to book your next event.  As one of the largest 
caterers in the city, they can host everything 
from weddings to corporate get-togethers.  

Conscious Culinary
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Venue Rental Fees
The 2021 venue rental per event period is as follows:

ENMAX Conservatory  $2,300
Safari Lodge   $2,550
Grazers Restaurant & Patio $1,100
Eurasian Gateway Tent  $2,250

The venue rental includes zoo access, set up, tear 
down and linens. As we are a non-profit organization, 
GST is not applicable in regards to venue access fee 
and food and beverage pricing. An 18% gratuity will 
be automatically charged on all food & beverage. 
Parking fee is $12 per vehicle.

2021 Venue Capacities
Venue  Capacities 

 Plated Buffet Reception Boardroom 1/2 Rounds Theatre U-Shape

Safari Lodge 280 280 350 68 190 280 75

 1/3 112 112 130 40 70 75 39

 2/3 192 192 250 40 120 200 53

Enmax Conservatory  400 - 500

The Terrace 152 152 225 52 105 200 54

North Terrace 48 48 75 28 30 50 24

South Terrace 96 96 125 34 60 100 30

Atrium 150  200   200  

Nutrien Garden of Life        

Garden Gallery        

BBQ Tent  300 180     

Auditorium      165  

Grazers 80 64 80 30 50  29

Fees & Other Info
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Something For The Kids - Entertain the children at your event!

Program Time Required Cost w/Function Minimum Max Details

Guided Tours 1 hour $13 /person 20 ppl 
or price 
equivalent

60 ppl  
(4 groups 
of 15)

Have your own guide show you a side of 
the Zoo you’ve never seen before. Armed 
with animal artefacts, your guide will tell 
you wonderful stories and facts about our 
Zoo collection. Choose from Canadian 
Wilds, Destination Africa, Eurasia, ENMAX 
Conservatory or Prehistoric Park.

Classic Family Games 1 hour $500 flat rate Up to 300 
ppl
Additional
200pp

What’s a little competition (ok, a giant 
competition) between family? Join in 
on our giant-sized classic family games 
package – Snakes and Ladders, Connect 
Four, Jenga, X’s and O’s and Twister! All 
games have a panda theme so you can 
learn about pandas while you play. For 
kids big and little – challenge your family 
and see who comes out on top. 

Scavenger Hunts 1 - 3 hours $15 /person 20 ppl 
or price 
equivalent

150 ppl Engage in a fun and challenging trivia 
hunt. Pick one area or choose the whole 
zoo! Fun for all ages.

Themed Touch Table 

Theme options: 
African Wildlife

Bears
Birds

North American 
Wildlife

Primates
Wild Cats

1 - 1½ hours $250 /touch table none 250 ppl A  Zoo educator will set up an intriguing 
display of bio facts (animal artefacts) at 
your venue and provide your guests with 
interesting information and stories about 
the animal world. As your guests mingle 
over cocktails, this “touch table” will be 
there for them to discover, and surely 
there will be a bio fact or two that will 
become great conversational pieces!

Food & Beverage
The Calgary Zoo features a wide range of menu options to accommodate a variety 
of budgets and preferences. Our Executive Sous Chef Felipe Flores selects only the 
freshest ingredients available and makes every effort to create dishes that utilize 
sustainable food sources and support local suppliers. Our experience lies in producing 
outstanding quality for any style of event, intimate, grand scale, breakfast or barbeque, 
gourmet buffet or gala dinner plate service. Attrition is limited to 25% of the original 
contracted number of guests or the food minimum, whichever is greater. 

Note:  We have food minimums in place that vary by venue and event period – please ask your 
coordinator for more information
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Team Building

Zoomazing Race  
(up to 100 ppl)

Hurrying through a series of mental and 
physical (non-strenuous) challenges, the 
Zoomazing Race is great for outgoing 
and competitive groups that are used to 
working together. This event is such a hit, 
we’ve created a second version.

Zoovivor
(up to 75 ppl)

Like the Zoomazing Race, teams are 
pitted against one another as they 
complete in multiple challenges. Ideal 
for mixed groups with a wide range of 
ages and personalities, Zoovivor is more 
structured, and each “tribe” is given a 
schedule with times and locations for 
each activity.

Escape Extinction
(up to 100 ppl)

Escape room meets conservation.  We 
need your help to save the Giant Panda 
from extinction. Can your team turned 
conservation researchers, complete their 
tasks in time to save the world’s most 
loved endangered species?

Expedition Zoo
(75 - 300 ppl)

Calling all wildlife explorers!  Now’s your 
chance to trek to all corners of the zoo as 
you tackle: weird animal trivia, channel 
your inner elephant and try your hand at 
painting a masterpiece, and see if you 
can rise to the challenge. Designed for 
larger groups (75 - 300 people) looking to 
explore the zoo in a new and relaxed way. 
This program is suitable for families and 
corporate groups of all ages and abilities.

Scavenger Hunts
(up to 200 ppl)

Self-guided scavenger hunts work 
equally well as a break in a day of 
meetings or as a half-day event. Most 
often used as a reward, this activity 
is a fun way to enjoy the grounds and 
learn about the zoo in an organized 
but informal way.

The Keeper Games
(up to 80 ppl)

May the odds be ever in your favor”.  
Your team will take on the role of 
Zookeeper to complete mental and 
physical (non-strenous) challenges around 
the Zoo. Teams get a taste for the role of 
a Zookeeper while having fun exploring 
the Zoo. This teambuilder is not a race but 
teams will compete for high scores to win 
“The Keeper Games”

Team 
Building 
Events
All for Fun

Surrounded by multiple examples 
of innate teamwork within the 
animal kingdom, the Calgary Zoo 
is a natural spot to host a team-
building event. Below are some 
of the activities that spark plenty 
of animated thank-you’s and 
comments like “that was so much 
fun” from participants. They’re all 
free from GST because we’re a 
charity, and all must be booked 
at least two weeks in advance.
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